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Nga am va chu Viét - Phonetics and Letters

1. Bang chi cai ﬁgng Viét - The Vietnamese alphabet

et ~

Aa Aa Aa Bb Cc Dd
bd Ee Eé& Gg Hh i

K k L | Mm Nn Oo O o0
Od Pp Qg Rr Ss Tt
Uu Uu Vv Xx Yy

Theo truyén théng, tén cac con chii trong chit Quoc ngti duge doc la a, bé, xé . . .
- The letters in Qudc ngi (the national language) are traditionally pronounced as “a” [a], “bé”
[be], “xé” [se] . ..

2. Hé thong nguyén am trong Tiéng Viét - The vowel system in the Vietnamese language

Cé 11 nguyén am don va 3 nguyén am doi trong tiéng Viét. Cac nguyén am c6 thé
trinh bay trong bdng sau - There are 11 simple vowels and 3 diphthongs in the Vietnamese

language. The vowels are presented in the following chart:

Vi tri ctia luoi Sau
it “the : Back
o Position of the Thide
Do nang tongue i
cta luoi Khong tron moi Tron moi
Elevation of the tongue Unrounded Rounded
Cao - High i u u
Trung binh thap - mid low i¢/ia/ya/yé uo/ua ud/ua
Trung binh cao - Mid high é d,a 0

Thap - Low e a,da 0



Negr 4m va chir viét

Luu ¥ - Notes:
@ Su khdc biét gitta @ va e, 6 va o la vé do nang cia luoi, gitia u va ula ve tinh chat
tron moi va khéng tron moi - The difference between & and e, and 6 and o is based on the

elevation of the tongue; that between u and «'is the lips rounded and unrounded.

€ Nguvén am /i duge viét thanh i hay y. Trong nhiing truong hgp sau day /i/
thuong dugc viét thanh y - The vowel /i/ can be written as i or y. /i/ is written as y in the
following cases:
B Kh(f‘mg ch pl‘ll_J am dau va cudi - Without initial sound and final sound.
Ex.: y (ki€n), y (lai)
- Phan bo sau am dém u/-w-/ - Placed after the pre-tonal u /-w-/.
Ex.: thay, quy
- Sau cac phy am I, m, k, t (thuong la ¢ Han Viét) - Aiter the consonants |, m, k, ¢
(usually in Sino-Vietnamese words).
Ex.: 1y (do), my (thudt), ky (thudf), ty (thi)
€ C6 ba nguyén am déi trong tiéng Viét la fie/, fuo/,/wd /, m6i nguyén am doéi ¢6
2 céch viét, tay theo phia sau n6 ¢6 dm cudi hay khong - There are 3 diphthongs in the
Vietnamese language: [ie/, fuof, [ma/. Each diphthong can be written in two different ways,
depending on the presence or absence of a final sound.
- Pugc viét thanh ia, ua, ua, khi khong cé am cudi - They are written as ia, va, va
when not followed by a final consonant.
Ex.: chua, mua, bia
- Dugc viét thanh i@, ue, ud khi c6 am cudi - They are written as ié, wo, ué when
followed by a final sound.
Ex.: mudn, muon, tién
Luu §: chii i trong nguyén am doi fie/ dugc viét thanh y khi tride né ¢6 am dém u
[-w=/ - Note that the letter i in the diphthong fie/ is written as y when it is placed after the pre-
tonal w /-w-/.

Ex.: khuya, khuyén



Ngir 4m va chir viét

3. Hé thong phu am dau - The system of initial consonants

Céc phu am dau tiéng Viét duge biéu hién bang cdc con chii sau day. Luu ¥, mét
s0 phu d@m c6 hai hoac ba cdch viét - The initial consonants of the Vietnamese language
are represented by the following letters. Note that some consonants can be written in two or three

different ways:

Moi ~ Labial (lip) b, ph, v, m

Rang — Dental (teeth) Sth.

| gi — Alveolar v diog L n
(gum area behind the upper teeth)

Lgi - ngac — Alveopalatal ST

Ngac — Palatal . ch, nh

(the back part of the roof of the mouth)
Ngac mém — Velar (the soft palate)  : kh
Hong - Glottal ih

Luu ¥ - Notes:

@ Su khdcnhau gitia t va th la & cho t1a phuy dm khong bat hoi, con thla phy dm
b'c")t hoi - The difference between t and th is that t is a non-aspirated consonant, while th is an
aspirated consonant.

@ Phy am dau /z/ duge ghi bang hai con chti d va gi. Phy ém nay duge phdt am
thanh [j] trong tieng dia phuong Nam B - The consonant /z/is written as d or gi. This

consonant is pronounced [j] in the Southern dialect.

€ Phu am /k/ dugce ghi bdng 3 con chii - The consonant /k/ can be represented by three
letters:

- k truéc ify, €, e - k when placed betore ify, é, e.

q truéc am dém u - g before pre-tonal u.

- € trong cdc truong hop con lai - ¢ in other cases.
@ Trong tiéng dia phuong Nam B, cdc am tiét qua, quy . . . dugc phat dm thanh
[wal, [wi] . .. -inthe Southern dialect, the syllables qua, quy . . . are pronounced as [wa],
[wil . ..



W lruoccacnguyenami, e, e phuam /g/ dugc gnt bang gh, phu am /IN/ dugc gni

bf’ing ngh - The consonant /g/ is written as gh and /N/ is written as ngh when followed by vowels

I:8;€,
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4. Hé théng phq a m ci - The system of final consonants

- i [ " -2 . _, » - e i
Cdc phu am cudi tieng Viét duge biéu hién bang cdc con chii sau day - The final

sounds of the Vietnamese language are represented by the following letters:

- Phu am miii - Nasal consonants: m, n, nh, ng
- Phu am tdc - Plosive consonants: B L. eh. &
- Bdn nguyén dm - Semi-vowels: ufo, ity

Luu ¥ - Notes:

@ Sau cdcnguyén am tron moi u, 8, o, hai phu dm cudi ng /N/ va c /k/ c6 cdch thé
hién kha dac biét. Chang duge phat am thanh phu dm méi-ngac mem la [ ™ va [kr]
- The two final consonants ng [N] and ¢ /k/ have a special variation after the rounded vowels u, 6, o.
These consonants are pronounced as labio-velar consonants [N"] and [k*].

@ Phy am cudi nh va ch trong tiéng dia phuong Nam bo dugc phdt dm thanh [n] va

[t] kém theo su bien déi & ngu yé’!n dm - The final consonants nh and ch in the Southern dialect

are pronounced [n] and [t] with moditications in vowels.

5. Hé thﬁ'ng thanh diéu - 7he tonal system

Tiéng Viét ¢6 6 thanh diéu. Quan hé gitia 6 thanh dugc minh hoa trong bdng sau -
There are 6 tones in Standard Vietnamese. The relationship between these six tones is described in

the iollowing chart:

Dudng nét

% . R
Am wic Sopeds e e S
)i Plain Uneven
Register
Cao — High ngang nga sac
Thap — Low huyén hoi nang

Luu y - Notes:
Trong tieng dia phuong Nam bg, chi ¢é 5 thanh. Hai thanh héi va nga dugce phdt
adm giong nhau. Tuy nhién diéu nay khéng gay tré ngai ldm trong viéc giao tiép



gitta cdc tiéng dia phuong v6i nhau - In the Southern dialect, the two tones “héi” and “nga”
pronounced identically, but this is not a big obstacle in communication between Northern and

Southern dialects.
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LUYén phét am - Pronunciation drills

1. Am va chi - Sounds and letters

0 Phu am dau - nitial consonants

Letter Description
b voiced, bilabial, preglottalized stop
d voiced, apico-alveolar, preglottalized stop
m voiced, bilabial, nasal
n voiced, apico-alveolar, nasal

Hai phu am tdc b va d trong tiéng Viét la am tién thanh hau hod, do d6 khong
hoan toan giong nhu b, d trong tiéng Anh - The two stops b and d in the Vietnamese
language are preglottalized consonants. Therefore, they are not similar to the b and d in the
English language.

@ Nguyén am - Vowels

Letter Description

high, front, unrounded vowel

(gn})

mid, front, unrounded vowel
low, front, unrounded vowel

@]

@ Sukhac biét gita @ va e trong tieng Viet la su khac nhau vé do nang cia ludi
hay dé md ctia miéng. N6i cach khac, khi phat am e, miéng md rong hon khi
phzﬁl am @ - The difference between é and e in the Vietnamese language is based on the
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